Open Call

class swap - out now 2026

Exhibition dates: 26 July - 2 August 2026
Curated by Rebekka Kronsteiner

Open Call: class swap - out now 2025/26

class swap - out now is an experimental exhibition format inviting students from art
universities across the German-speaking region to explore new forms of artistic
collaboration. The project promotes exchange among emerging artists and offers the
opportunity to gain hands-on experience in exhibition-making and mediation during their
studies. Its aim is to extend the academy as a space of production and to open
perspectives beyond institutional and regional boundaries.

At the core lies the idea of mutual exchange: students from one art university propose to
realise an exhibition project together with a class from another institution in Germany,
Austria, or Switzerland. The initiative can be started by any group of students - the only
requirement is that at least half of the participating artists must be enrolled at the
University of the Arts Bremen (HfK). Together, the two collaborating groups will develop
an artistic concept to be publicly presented in the Galerie Mitte, Bremen.

class swap - out now is not only conceived as an exhibition, but as a collaborative
learning field. Beyond the presentation of artworks, the focus lies on the process itself -
reflecting on artistic strategies, institutional frameworks, and modes of collaboration.
The gallery serves as a platform for exchange, reflection, and dialogue.

The project is open to a maximum of eight participants and addresses students who wish
to develop their artistic practice through dialogue, to establish new networks, and to
explore experimental ways of working together.

Interested participants are invited to submit a short concept by 30 January 2026,
including information about the participating artists, the proposed partner class, and an
initial idea or motivation for the collaboration. Applications should be sent via email to
classswap@hfk-bremen.de (subject: Open Call - class swap 2025).

The selection will be announced on 22 February 2026.

For past class swap projects, see:

e States of Longing

o Steuerklasse 4

Conditions of Participation

Applications are open to students from all departments of the University of the Arts
Bremen (HfK).

(After selection, an informal confirmation email from a supervising professor at the HfK
is required.)


https://www.galeriemitte.eu/ausstellungen-veranstaltungen/ausstellungsarchiv/states-of-longing/
https://www.galeriemitte.eu/ausstellungen-veranstaltungen/ausstellungsarchiv/steuerklasse-4/

e The application must include a proposal for a partner class (a group from another
art university in Germany, Austria, or Switzerland).

¢ Together with the partner class, applicants will develop a concept to be realised
within class swap - out now 2026.

e The exhibition will be curated by Rebekka Kronsteiner.

Schedule

e Application deadline: 30 January 2026

¢ Announcement of selection: 22 February 2026

e Installation: 22-25 June 2026

e Opening / Vernissage: 26 June 2026

e Exhibition: 27 June - 2 August 2026, Galerie Mitte, Bremen

e On-site presence required: 22-25 June 2026

Application (Online Submission)

1. Short Biography / CV
Maximum one page per person.
Include:

o Name, year of birth, place of residence
o Education / artistic background

o Selected exhibitions / projects

o Working method or artistic focus

2. Portfolio
Two pages with representative works.
Include short captions (title, year, medium, dimensions) and brief descriptions or
statements if relevant.

3. Exhibition Sketch / Concept
One page with a first idea or draft for the planned exhibition within the project.
Note: This concept can evolve during the preparation phase.

4. Proposal for a Partner Class
Suggest one class, university, or academy for exchange.
Include a short statement on why this particular group seems suitable for
collaboration.

5. Initial Concept for the Joint Exhibition
First ideas for a shared theme, narrative, or possible exhibition title.



6. Preliminary Work and Time Plan
A rough timeline for the development and realisation of the project.

Please send your application by 30 January 2026 to: kontakt@galeriemitte.eu

Additional Information

e The exhibition will be publicly promoted, documented, and featured in the Galerie
Mitte programme.

e Travel and material costs can be covered up to a total of €600.
e Participation is limited to 8 students. Four participants must be enrolled at the

University of the Arts Bremen (HfK) at the time of application and realisation.
This requirement enables external funding support for the exhibition.

What We Offer

e Professional documentation of the exhibition (all photos will be made available to
participants)

e Accompanying texts for individual works

e Design, printing, and costs for flyers covered by Galerie Mitte in collaboration
with a professional designer

e Press releases and announcements (digital and print) handled by Galerie Mitte
e Feature on the Galerie Mitte website

¢ Buffet and bar at the opening event



	Open Call 
	class swap – out now 2026 
	Open Call: class swap – out now 2025/26 
	Schedule 
	Application (Online Submission) 
	Additional Information 
	What We Offer 



